MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION (MLA) CITATION FORMAT 
(Note: Always follow your teacher's guidelines first!)

This guide provides samples of the MLA style for citations. If your particular case is not included, just approximate the correct format by using the basic forms suggested here, or consult the MLA Handbook, available in libraries and bookstores, or at their Website:  www.mla.org
Your Works Cited List should be typed on a separate page from the body of the essay. Center the words - Works Cited - at the top of the page (do not underline, italicize, or use quotation marks around these words). Place this page at the end of your essay. Your Works Cited list should provide people who read your report with the information they need to locate the sources you used. Each source you mention in the essay must appear in your Works Cited list; each entry in the Works Cited list must be referenced in your essay. 




Basic Rules for a Works Cited List: (These rules apply in the case of all formats: print and online)

· The Works Cited list should be alphabetized by the first word in each entry (usually the author's last name). 

· Use the author's full name. Authors' names are inverted (Last Name, First Name). If a resource has more than one author, invert only the first author's name, follow it with a comma, and then continue listing the rest of the authors in the normal (First Name Last Name) order. 

· If you are citing more than one work by an author, just type the author's name once, then arrange all of that author's works alphabetically by title and use three hyphens (---) in place of the author's name for every entry after the first one. 

· If no author is given for a particular resource, alphabetize by the title of that particular work.  Use an abbreviated version of the title for parenthetical citations throughout your essay. 

· Capitalize each word in the titles of publications, but do not capitalize articles (a, an, the), short prepositions (of, for, to), or conjunctions (and, but), unless it is the first word of the title. 

· Italicize the titles of books, magazines, newspapers, and films. 
· Type “Print” at the end of print resources and “Web” at the end of Web resources (followed by day/month/year of access).

· Use quotation marks around the titles of articles in journals, magazines, and newspapers, as well as songs, poems, and short stories. 

· The first line of each entry in your list should be flush left (up against the left margin, without any spaces before the word).  All the rest of the lines in the entry should be indented one-half inch (called a hanging indent). To format your Works Cited with a hanging indent, do the following:

· Type your citations in normal format.

· Highlight all of the citations.

· Select “Format” from the Toolbar at the top of the screen; select “Paragraph” from the drop-down menu.

· In the “Paragraph” formatting box (make sure “Indents & Spacing” is selected from the tabs at the top of the box), in the “Indentation” section, under the “Special” drop-down menu, select “Hanging.”

BOOKS
Name of Author(s). The Full Title of Book (including any subtitle).  Place of Publication (City where the Publishing Company is located; only add the State if the name of the City alone is unclear.  If several cities are listed, give only the first one.):  Name of Publishing Company, Year of Publication (use the most recent date). 

Examples: 

Book with one author 
McCarthy, Alice R. Healthy Teens: Facing the Challenges of Young Lives. Birmingham, Michigan: Bridge Communications, 2006. Print.
Book with 2 authors 
(Note: If there are more than 2 authors, list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (the abbreviation for the Latin phrase "and others") in place of the other authors' names. Or you may list all of the authors in the order in which their names appear on the title page.) 
Cole, William, and Samuel Jeffries. The Hubble Space Telescope. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2006. Print.
A Work by Three to Five Authors 
List all the authors in the signal phrase or in parentheses the first time you cite the source.
(Kernis, Cornell, Sun, Berry, & Harlow, 1993)

In subsequent citations, only use the first author's last name followed by "et al." in the signal phrase or in parentheses.

(Kernis et al., 1993)
 

Book with an Editor (ed. means edited by, so it is the same for one or more editors.)
Grapes, Bryan J., ed. Child Abuse: Current Controversies.  San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2006. Print.
 

Book with an organization, association, or publishing company listed as the author on the Title Page of the book 
American Medical Association. Guide to Good Health.  New York: Random House, 2006. Print.
 

Entry from a Multi-Volume Reference book with a named author listed (either on the Title Page or at the end of the article). If an Editor is also listed on the title page, give his name too. 
Hatch, John.  “Africa.” Lands and Peoples. Vol. 1. Danbury:  Scholastic Library Publishing, 2006. Print.
Speace, Geri. “George Lucas.” Newsmakers: The People Behind Today’s Headlines. Ed. Louise Mooney.  Woodbridge, CT:  Gale Group, 2006. Print.
Wachal, Barbara. “Louisiana Purchase.”  Dictionary of American History. Ed. Stanley I. Kutler. 3rd ed. Vol. 5. New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2006. Print.
 

Entry from a (multi-volume) Reference book with an Editor listed on the Title Page (but no named entry author) 
"Absetzen." The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Ed. Stanley Sadie, Vol. 1. London: Macmillan, 2006. Print.


Entry from a Reference book with no author and no editor listed at all 
“Spain.” The World Book Encyclopedia of People and Places. Vol. 5. Chicago: World Book, 2005. Print.
“Raymond Albert Kroc.” Encyclopedia of World Biography. 2nd ed. Vol. 9. New York: Gale, 2005. Print.
A Translated Work
Homer. The Iliad. Trans. Michael Reck. New York: Icon Editions, 1994. Print

A Graphic Novel
Hinds, Gareth, adapt. Beowulf. Illus. Gareth Hinds. Cambridge Mass.: Candlewick Press, 2007. Print
Work from an Anthology or Collection of Writings 
Whitman, Walt. "Crossing Brooklyn Ferry." Best American Poetry. Ed. X. J. Kennedy. New York: Bantam, 1969. Print.
 

An essay from a book that contains a collection of essays (such as the PRINT version of the Opposing Viewpoints Series) 
Campbell, John. "The Right to Bear Arms." Gun Control: Opposing Viewpoints. Ed. James Scully.  San Diego: Greenhaven, 2006. 28-33. Print.



PRINT MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS (PERIODICALS) 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Source Day Month Year: page numbers. 
(Note: When citing the date, type the day, the month, then the year. For the month, use a three-letter abbreviation, for example: Jan. Feb. Mar.) 
An article from a print Magazine (NOT one accessed via the Internet!) 
Hanes, Gregory G. "Spotlight on Art."  Newsweek 8 Dec. 2006: 66-70. Print.
An article from a Newspaper (NOT one accessed via the Internet!)
Johnson, Lawrence. "The Inauguration." New York Times 20 Dec. 2006: A1. Print.
Pamphlets

Somerset County Historical Society. The Raritan River. Somerville:  Somerset Press, 2005. Print.


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
A Government publication (Note: GPO is abbreviation for US Government Printing Office.) 
United States. Central Intelligence Agency. World Factbook. Washington: Office of Public Affairs, 2006. Print
United States. Dept. of Commerce. Statistical Abstract of the United States. Washington: Census Bureau, 2006. Print.
United States. Dept. of State. Background Notes: Vietnam. Washington: GPO, 2006. Print.


PRIMARY SOURCES
MLA states that names of laws, acts, and similar documents are not underlined.   If the document has an individual identifying number (Treaties and Other International Acts Series [TIAS]) include it as part of the citation. MLA is inconsistent as to placement of the publisher information. The examples below follow the format for books by placing this element at the end of the citation.


Treaty in annual volume
United States. Dept. of State. "People's Republic of China: Industrial and Technological Cooperation, January 12, 1984." TIAS No. 10920. United States Treaties and Other International Agreements. Vol. 35, part 4. Washington: GPO, 1996. Print.
Important Note!: If a treaty citation appears in a book or is accessed through an online resource such as Ebsco or ProQuest, cite it as you would any citation from a book or online reference.  In other words, cite it from the source in which you found it!
Interview that you conducted 

Last Name of Person Interviewed, First Name of Person Interviewed. Personal Interview. 17 Mar. 2007. 

Primary Source in an online database: The general rule for citing primary sources obtained from an online database is to use the citation format for online sources.  Many online databases provide two citation formats for primary information: the Text Citation (database citation) and the Primary Source Citation (full citation for the original source documents).  You will need to consult with your teacher to obtain the format that he/she requires for the assignment.  Examples of both formats are provided below:

Text Citation:

Sojourner, Truth. "'A"n"t I a Woman?'" American Voices, Significant Speeches in American History, 1640-1945. Facts On File, Inc. American Women's History Online. Web. accession date.
Primary Source Citation:

Truth, Sojourner. "'A"n"t I a Woman?'" From: American Voices, Significant Speeches in American History, 1640-1945, p. 219-220. American Women's History Online. Facts On File, Inc. Web. accession date
Text Citation: 
"Miranda v. Arizona." Facts On File, Inc. American History Online. Web. accession date
Primary Source Citation:

U.S. Supreme Court. "Miranda v. Arizona." 86 Supreme Court Reporter, pp. 1602–1665. Facts On File, Inc. American History Online. Web. accession date


NON-PRINT MATERIALS
Television or radio program 

"Earth." 60 Minutes. Narr. Ann Rose. Columbia Broadcasting System. WCBS, New York. 9 Nov. 2006. Television.
Film 

The Buccaneers. By Edith Wharton. Adapt. Maggie Wadey. Perf. Mira Sorvino, Alison Elliott, and Carla Gugino. 3 episodes. Masterpiece Theatre. Introd. Russell Baker. PBS. WGBH, Boston. 27 Apr. - 11 May 2006. Television.


INTERNET SOURCES

Information obtained from a free Website (for example, one you found by doing a Google search): 

Personal or Corporate Author. "The Title of the Section of the Webpage you used." The Title of the Entire Website. Date that the information was originally posted or last revised on that Website. Name of the Institution or Organization affiliated with the site (such as a University or Association). Date that you first Accessed (found) the site. 

WEBSITES

“Teens and Peer Mediation.” Advocates for Youth. June 2006. Advocates for Youth, Inc. Web. accession date.
Dunkin’ Brands Inc. “About Us: Company Information.” Dunkin’ Donuts. June 2008. Web. accession date.
Croker, Deborah, and Seth Jones. "4000 Years of Progress." Women in Science. Dec. 2006. University of Alabama. Web. accession date. 

Landow, George. The Victorian Web. November 2003. 17 Sept. 2007 Web. accession date.
WORKS ON THE WEB AND IN PRINT
(If works provide no page numbers use “n. pag.”)
Bierce, Ambrose. “Academy.” The Devil’s Dictionary. The Collected Works of Ambrose Bierce. Vol. 7. New York: 1911. N. pag. The Ambrose Bierce Project. Web. accession date.

WORKS ON THE WEB AND IN NON-PRINT MEDIA
Currin, John. Blond Angel. 2001. Indianapolis Museum of Art. IMA: It’s My Art. Web. accession date.

SCHOLARLY JOURNALS
Ouellette, Marc. “Theories, Memories, Bodies, and Artists.” Editorial. Reconstruction 7.4. (2007): n. pag. Web accession date.
Shehan, Constance L., and Amanda B. Moras. “Deconstructing Laundry: Gendered Technologies and the Reluctant Redesign of Household Labor.” Michigan Family Review 11 (2006): n. pag. Web accession date.
Duvall, John N. “The (Super)Marketplace of Images: Television as Unmediated Mediation in DeLillio’s “White Noise.” Arizona Quarterly 50.3. (1994): 127-53. Print.
ONLINE PUBLISHED INTERVIEW

Zinkievich, Craig. Interview by Gareth Von Kallenbach. Skewed & Reviewed. Skewed & Reviewed, 2009. Web. accession date.


ON-LINE SUBSCRIPTION DATABASES
When citing an online source or electronic publication, you need to guide your reader back to the place where you originally found your information. The examples listed below follow the recommendations in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 
Author [if any]. "Title of Article." Subscription Database’s Name. Web. [Date of accession: day,  month, year (e.g. 3 Mar. 2009)]
ABC-CLIO Essay: 

"Industrial Revolution." American History. ABC-CLIO Online Database. Web. accession date.
ABC-CLIO Map: 

“California Gold Rush, 1849.” Map. American History. ABC-CLIO Online Database. Web. accession date. 
American National Biography Essay: 

McPherson, James M. "Lincoln, Abraham.  Feb. 2005. American National Biography Online. Web. accession date
Biography Resource Center Reference Book Essay: 

"Richard Branson." Business Leader Profiles for Students. Vol. 1. Gale Research, 2005. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date.
Bloom's Literary Reference Online Facts On File Essay: 

Davis, Paul. "Dickens, Charles." Critical Companion to Charles Dickens: A Literary Reference to His Life and Work, Critical Companion. 2007. Facts On File, Inc. Bloom's Literary Reference Online.  Web. accession date. 
Congressional Quarterly's Supreme Court Collection: 

Koch, Kathy. "School Violence." CQ Researcher 8.38 (1998): 881-904. CQ Supreme Court Collection. CQ Press. Web. accession date. 

CountryWatch Essay: 

Youngblood-Coleman, Denise. ed. "Environmental Issues." CountryWatch.com: Costa Rica. Houston: CountryWatch Publications, 2003. CountryWatch.com Online. Web. accession date. 

Culturgrams Essay (from the online version):

“Peru.” CultureGrams World Edition. 2007. ProQuest Web. accession date. 

EBSCO Host Periodical Article: 

Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles." Kiplinger's Personal Finance. Feb. 2006: 80-87. EBSCO Host. Web. accession date. 

Facts On File Reference Book Essay: 

Perkins, Dorothy. "Panda." Encyclopedia of China: The Essential Reference to China, Its History and Culture. 2006.  Facts On File, Inc. World History Online. Web. accession date.

Literature Resource Center Reference Book Essay:

"Mark Twain." Dictionary of Literary Biography, Volume 189: American Travel Writers, 1850-1915. Gale Research, 2003. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

"Overview: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn." Novels for Students. Vol. 1, Thomson Gale, 1997. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 
Smith, Chester B. "Herzog: An Overview." Reference Guide to Great American Literature. 3rd ed. Detroit: Thomson Gale, 2005. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

New York Times Article: 

Parisi, Anthony J. “Oil Market Appears to Soften” New York Times 10 January 1980. 
Web. accession date.
Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center - Opposing Viewpoints Series BOOK ESSAY: 
Egan, Joseph. "Affirmative Action is Necessary." Opposing Viewpoints Series: Women and Work. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center - At Issue Series BOOK ESSAY: 
Wachbroit, Robert. "Why Not Clone Humans?" Contemporary Issues Series: Cloning. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center - PERIODICAL ARTICLE:
Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles."  Kiplinger's Personal Finance. Feb. 2006: 80-87. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

Oxford Art Online Essay: 

Morris, Christine. "Minoan art."  The Oxford Companion to Western Art. Ed. Hugh Brigstocke. Oxford University Press, 2001. Oxford Art Online. Oxford University Press, 2005. Web. accession date. 
Oxford Music Online Essay:
“Beethoven, Ludwig van.” Oxford Music Online. Ed. L. Macy. Web. accession date. 
Proquest Periodical Article: 

Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles." Kiplinger's Personal Finance. Feb. 2006: 80-87. Proquest. Web. accession date. 
Science Resource Center Reference Book Essay: 

"Acetone." Discovering Science. Detroit: Gale, 2006. Science Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

Science Resource Center Periodical Article: 

Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles." Kiplinger's Personal Finance. Feb. 2006: 80-87. Science Resource Center. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 
Scribner Writers Series Reference Book Essay:

O’Connor, Ann R. "Rita Dove." American Writers Series Online. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 2004. The Scribner Writers Series. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

SIRS Periodical Article (Note that Proquest now owns SIRS!): 
Frick, Robert. "Investing in Medical Miracles." Kiplinger's Personal Finance. Feb. 2006: 80-87. SIRS Researcher. ProQuest Information and Learning. Web. accession date.

Twayne's Authors Series Reference Book Essay: 
Pride, William J. "Mark Twain." Twayne's United States Authors Series Online. New York: G. K. Hall & Co., 2005. Twayne's Authors Series. Gale Group Databases. Web. accession date. 

World Conflicts Today Essay: 

“Darfur."  World Conflicts Today. CultureGrams.  March 2005. ProQuest CSA. Web. accession date.  


CITING SOURCES IN THE TEXT (See MLA Style Guide Section 6.3)
In MLA style, referring to the works of others in your text is done by using what is called parenthetical citation. Immediately following a quotation or a paraphrase of a source’s ideas, insert the author’s name followed by a space and the relevant page number(s), or if citing a Website, use the corporate author. Enclose the information in parentheses.
· The information in your parenthetical references must match the corresponding information in the entries in your list of Works Cited (i.e., the first word of an entry in your Works Cited list must be the first word used in your corresponding parenthetical reference).  

· Place the parenthetical reference before the punctuation mark that concludes the sentence, clause, or phrase containing the quotation or paraphrased idea.

· If there is no author, use a shortened title of the work or Webpage. Place the title in quotation marks if it’s a short work, or italicize or underline if it’s a longer work (this form is usually used for Websites).
· If you do not have a page number, you can identify the borrowed information by paragraph number (this form is usually used for Websites).

Example: 

At the end of 2008, there were 8,835 Dunkin' Donuts stores worldwide, including 6,395 franchised restaurants in 34 United States and 2,440 international shops in 31 countries (Dunkin’ Brands Inc. par 4).

· If you include an author’s name in a sentence, you do not need to repeat the name in the parenthetical citation.

Example: 

In his autobiography, Benjamin Franklin states that he prepared a list of thirteen virtues (135-37). 
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